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WINTER FIELD REPORT, December 2017 to February 2018 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 






This was not a spectacular fall by most measures, but, as usual, there was 
much to chew on. 
Continuing the trend seen in recent falls, lingering has become the norm; this 
phenomenon is across the board, involving, for example, Baird’s Sandpiper, Greater 
Yellowlegs, Mourning Dove, American White Pelican, Barn Owl, Lesser Goldfinch, 
several native sparrow species, Palm and Orange-crowned Warblers, and even rear-
of-the-order Dickcissel. 
Apparent range expansion is occurring with Red-shouldered Hawk and 
Barred Owl, the former northward and the latter westward. 
 A couple of taxonomic notes relate to the subspecies Buteo jamaicensis 
abieticola of Red-tailed Hawk and subspecies Bubo virginianus arcticus of Great 
Horned Owl; there is discussion of these in the respective species accounts.  Perhaps 
in this category also is the publishing of a recording of Eastern Meadowlark during 
Dec; departure timing, and even whether they all depart the state in winter, have been 
vexing questions, so this extra data point is welcome.  
The corvids are always interesting, if unpredictable and noteworthy; the 
accounts for Clark’s Nutcracker, Black-billed Magpie, and Common Raven contain a 
few nuggets. 
Among the “winter finches”, Common Redpolls were ubiquitous although 
not in great numbers, and White-winged Crossbills precipitated a sorting-out of the 
names of the three Lutheran cemeteries in Norfolk. 
Notable among species occurring in good numbers were Fox Sparrow and 
Rusty Blackbird, but these were eclipsed by near-record CBC tallies of American Tree 
Sparrow and Dark-eyed Junco.  
Rarities were not in evidence except for a sixth state record Harlequin Duck 
in Burt Co that entertained its numerous visitors with some odd shenanigans.   
As always, I welcome your comments, corrections of fact, and general 
thoughts.  After all, much of this is my personal opinion, albeit hopefully factually-





BOL: Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co 
CBC: Christmas Bird Count  
CBL: Capitol Beach Lake, Lincoln  
Cem: Cemetery 
CL: Carter Lake, Omaha  
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CLNWR: Crescent Lake NWR, Garden Co  
EED: Expected Early Date  
ELD: Expected Late Date  
FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co  
GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Cedar Co  
HCR: Harlan Co Reservoir, Republican City  
HL: Holmes Lake, Lincoln  
LM: Lake McConaughy, Keith Co 
LO: Lake Ogallala, Keith Co  
m.ob.: many observers 
NC: Nature Center 
NEBirds: Nebraska Birds Yahoogroup 
NGPC: Nebraska Game & Parks Commission 
NM: National Monument  
NNF: Nebraska National Forest  
NOURC: Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union Records Committee  
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge  
PL: Pawnee Lake, Lancaster Co  
RA: Recreation Area  
RWB: Rainwater Basin, including several south-central and southeastern playa basins  
SHP: State Historical Park  
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s)  
SP: State Park  
SR: Sutherland Reservoir, Lincoln Co  
SRA: State Recreation Area  
WHNC: Wildcat Hills Nature Center, Scotts Bluff Co 
WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area  
WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln, Lancaster Co  




AF: Andrew Furman, eBird 
AGr: Alan Grenon, Seattle, WA 
AHo: Alec Hopping, eBird  
AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering 
APa: Anne Pamperl, eBird  
APi: Andrew Pierson, Grand Island  
BBr: Barbara Brown, eBird 
BEd: Boni Edwards, North Platte  
BP: Brian Peterson, Omaha   
BWr: Brenda Wright, eBird  
CBa: Carla Barbaro, eBird 
CCa: Cameron Carver, eBird  
CCr: Colin Croft, eBird  
CDe: Coen Dexter, eBird  
CGo: Chris Goulart, eBird  
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CNK: Clem N. Klaphake. Bellevue 
CTW: Chris Tee Weixelman, eBird  
D&MW: Doug & Marion Weidemann, eBird  
DAk: Danny Akers, eBird   
DGe: Dan Gesualdo, eBird  
DGt: Donald Gentry, eBird  
DEl: Dave Ely, Superior  
DH: Dave Heidt, Norfolk 
DHa: Drake Hardman, eBird  
DTo: David Tonnessen, eBird  
EB: Elliott Bedows, Bellevue 
EBe: Eric Bents, Omaha  
EBr: Ed Brogie, Wayne  
EJa: Esa Jarvi, Lincoln  
EWa: Evan Ward, eBird  
GR: Gary Roberts, Fremont 
GWa: Glenn Walbek, eBird  
JCo: Jen Corman, eBird  
JDu: Jeanne Dueker, eBird  
JG: Joseph Gubanyi, Denton 
JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln 
JHi: Justin Hill, eBird  
JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield 
JMa: John Manning, eBird  
JNi: Jonathan Nikkila, Kearney 
JPe: Jim Petersen, eBird 
JR: Justin Rink, Omaha 
JSS: Jason St. Sauver, Denton  
JVa: John Vanderpoel, eBird  
KCo: Kelly Corman, eBird  
KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell 
KMD: Kathy Mihm Dunning, eBird  
KRo: Keith Roragen, eBird  
KSc: Kathy Schwery, Plattsmouth  
KS: Kent Skaggs, Kearney 
LBr: Lee Brogie, eBird  
LDe: Linda Deeds, North Platte  
LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln 
LKe: Lynette Keeshan, eBird  
LNe: Laurie Neuharth, eBird  
LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden 
M&CVB: Matthew & Cynthia Van Den Broeke, Lincoln  
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton 
MEl: Mike Ellis, eBird  
MSh: Matt Shurtliff, Omaha  
MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln 
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NA: Noah Arthur, Lincoln 
NR: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha 
NV: Nick Varvel, Olathe, KS 
ODa: Olivia DaRugna, eBird  
PD: Paul Dunbar, Hastings 
PLe: Pat Leach, eBird, eBird 
PMc: Patricia McGinty, eBird  
RD: Roger Dietrich, Yankton, SD 
RE: Rick Eades, Lincoln 
RH: Robin Harding, Minden 
RSg: Ruben Siegfried, Gering  
SBr: Scott Bradley, eBird  
SBw: Stephen Brewer, eBird  
SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA 
SJe: Steve Jensen, eBird  
SKa: Steven Kahl, eBird  
SKr: Steve Kruse, Lincoln  
SLe: Sandra Lemmon, eBird  
SM: Steve Morris, Grand Island 
SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha  
SMe: Sharla Meester, eBird  
SSm: Scott Schmidt, eBird  
TDi: Todd Deininger, eBird  
TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln 
TJW: T. J. Walker, Milford 
TKa: Tim Kavan, eBird  
TSt: Tyler Stuart, eBird  
VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte 
WBe: Wendy Becker, eBird  
WF: William Flack, Kearney 
WK: William Kaempfer, Boulder, CO 
WRS: W. Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA 




Snow Goose: Numbers are lowest 10-20 Jan, and so the 750 at LO 20 Jan (MW, JR) 
was a good mid-winter count. 
Ross’s Goose: A careful estimate of 30,000 flying over with Snow Geese in Harlan 
Co 20 Feb (TSt) provided a record spring count; previous high was 21,920.  
"Spring" for this species begins in mid-February.  
Greater White-fronted Goose: An intriguing report with photo was of a chocolate-
brown individual with Canada Geese in Keith Co 13 Jan (NA; 
https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S41877330;  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/99231652@N07/albums/721576626071147
07/with/39678887891).  Although rare, there are reports in the Interior US 
of such birds, including two records of banded Tule Geese. The latter is a 
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taiga breeder around Redoubt Bay, Alaska, wintering along the Pacific 
Coast, but there is a separate population of similar birds breeding in taiga on 
the Old Crow Flats, Yukon, less than 200 miles west of the MacKenzie 
River Delta, Nunavut; the status of the latter population, sometimes referred 
to as Anser albifrons gambelli, is controversial 
(http://martinreid.com/Main%20website/gwgo.html).  It is possible the 
Keith Co bird is from one of these taiga-breeding populations, and is not a 
member of the common North American subspecies Anser albifrons 
frontalis. 
Cackling Goose: Best mid-winter tally was the 500 in Keith Co 13 Jan (NA).  
Canada Goose: Best counts were 30,000 in Merrick Co 21 Feb (JHi) and 28,000 in 
Hall Co 18 Feb (JHi, EWa); Spring high counts of 100,000 have been 
reported several times and usually occur in early and mid-Mar.  As with 
Ross's Goose, the "spring" season for this species begins in mid-February. 
Mute Swan: The reports were all from the Zorinsky Lake, Omaha, vicinity.  The 
presumably resident pair was at Zorinsky Lake 9 Dec (WRS) but it seems 
likely that one of this pair seen to strike an overhead line near Zorinsky Lake 
13 Dec but able to recover and depart (fide JGJ) was the same swan later 
found dead north of the 168th St. bridge at the lake (fide JGJ).  Perhaps the 
surviving member of the pair was at Lakeside Park, about a quarter-mile from 
Zorinsky Lake, 13-21 Jan (BP, m. ob.).  
Trumpeter Swan: Wintering flocks were reported at two main locations, CL and 
Calamus Reservoir, Loup Co.  Trumpeters were at CL 7 Dec-27 Feb (EB, 
JR), peaking at 58 on 15 Feb (JR).  A flock of up to 65 that spent much of the 
same period around 264th and Pacific in western Douglas Co may have been 
the CL birds, but see Tundra Swan below.  At Calamus Reservoir, Loup Co, 
birds were present 28 Dec-14 Feb, peaking at 80 on 3 Feb (KS).  As many as 
57 were at Columbus Powerhouse Park, Platte Co, 4-26 Jan (LKe).  There 
were numerous additional reports of smaller numbers statewide through the 
winter period.  
Tundra Swan: The only reports were of a single hanging out with the 264th and 
Pacific group in western Douglas Co 10 Jan-26 Feb (GR, m. ob.); none were 
reported at CL for the first time after sightings during the three previous 
consecutive winters (JR), suggesting that the CL and western Douglas Co 
flocks may not have been the same birds.  A photograph of a 
Trumpeter/Tundra swan at LO 17 Feb (NA, eBird.org) was not clear enough 
to clinch its identification. 
Wood Duck: Westerly for the date was one in Lincoln Co 18 Jan (WBe) and a good 
southeast count for the date was the eBird report of nine at Lakeside Park, 
Omaha, 7 Jan. 
Blue-winged Teal: None of this less-than-annual winter visitor were reported during 
mid-winter (Dec-Feb). 
Northern Shoveler: Mid-winter reports are increasing; notables this winter were up 
to 14 at Lakeside Park, Omaha, 1-21 Jan (JR, m. ob.), one at Lake Yankton, 
Cedar Co, 13 Jan (MB), and one at Heron Haven, Douglas Co, 2 Feb (KRo).  
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Gadwall: Away from the Platte and North Platte River Valleys, mid-winter reports 
are few; this winter (7 Jan-8 Feb), eight were below GPD 20 Jan (EBr, LBr).  
American Wigeon: Mid-winter (8 Jan-10 Feb) reports away from the western half of 
the Platte River Valley are rare; this winter seven were below GPD 20 Jan 
(EBr, LBr), one was in Harlan Co the same day (AF), and two were at 
Grandpa’s Steakhouse Pond, Buffalo Co, 3 Feb (JNi).  
Mallard: An excellent count for the date away from the Platte River Valley was the 
34,000 at Swanson Reservoir, Hitchcock Co, 3 Jan (AHo, DTo). 
American Black Duck: None were reported of this now less-than-annual eastern 
winter visitor. 
Northern Pintail: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 
Green-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this rare, locally uncommon, statewide 
winter visitor. 
Canvasback: This species is a late fall and early spring migrant; rather early were 
nine at SR 29 Jan (WBe). 
Redhead: This species is rare in winter (13-28 Jan) away from LO and CL; one was 
at HCR 20 Jan (AF).  
Ring-necked Duck: Reports were routine of this uncommon winter visitor west, 
south, and east. 
Greater Scaup: The only mid-winter report (6 Jan-2 Feb) away from the Platte and 
North Platte River Valleys southward was of four below GPD 20 Jan (EBr, 
LBr). 
Lesser Scaup: The only mid-winter report (13 Jan-7 Feb) away from the Platte and 
North Platte River Valleys southward was a good count of 40 below GPD 20 
Jan (EBr, LBr). 
This immature male Harlequin Duck, Nebraska’s sixth record of the species, was found by Brian 
Peterson 23 Dec 2017 at Summit Lake SRA, Burt Co; this photograph was taken 1 Jan 2018 by 
Brian Peterson.  
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Harlequin Duck: An exciting find by Brian Peterson was Nebraska’s sixth Harlequin 
Duck, an immature male, at Summit Lake SRA, Burt Co, 23 Dec; around 27 
Dec it moved below the dam and hung out in the outflow stream until 4 Jan 
(m. ob.).  
White-winged Scoter: ELDs are 19-20 Dec, and so one on the LM CBC 30 Dec (fide 
SJD) was unexpected; it was last reported below Keystone Dam at LM 8 Jan 
(SM).  There is only one overwintering record. 
Black Scoter: ELDs were 16-17 Dec, but this year one was at CBL 18-20 Dec (LE), 
extending ELDs to 16-20 Dec.  
Long-tailed Duck: The six first reported at CL 18 Nov had dwindled to two that were 
last reported 23 Dec (TKa, m. ob.), a rather late date; this species is less-than-
annual in mid-winter.  Following a good showing in fall, there were two 
reports in addition to the CL birds: an adult male was at LO 1 Dec (PD), and 
an immature male was photographed at Hedgefield WMA, Lancaster Co, 28 
Feb (SKr). 
Bufflehead: LO is a regular wintering site; up to 18 were there through 30 Jan (m. 
ob.), and the spring influx began with 50 on 11 Feb (WWe).  Unexpected in 
mid-winter (11 Jan-7 Feb) away from LO were two in western Sarpy Co 4 
Feb (SBr). 
Common Goldeneye: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, 
statewide winter visitor. 
Barrow’s Goldeneye: The two reports were from expected locations in the North 
Platte River Valley; one at LO 17 Feb (photo NA) and one at Gering SL, 
Scotts Bluff Co, 16 Feb (KD).  
 
 
This male Barrow’s Goldeneye (rightmost bird) was photographed by Noah Arthur below the 
Kingsley Dam spillway, Keith Co, 17 Feb 2018. It was with wintering Common Goldeneyes. 
 
Hooded Merganser: Reports were routine of this rare, locally uncommon, winter 
visitor south and east. 
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Common Merganser: The 18,400 in one sector (WRS) of the HCR CBC, along with 
3150 more in two other sectors (NV, GWa) for a total of 21,550 still paled by 
comparison with high counts, which occur in Dec and range from 36,119 to 
48,000. 
Red-breasted Merganser: The only mid-winter (24 Dec-4 Feb) reports were of birds 
wintering in the North Platte River Valley; up to five were at LO 30 Dec 2017 
through 20 Jan 2018 (m. ob.), and two were at SR 9-20 Jan (WBe). 
Ruddy Duck: None were reported of this less-than-annual mid-winter (Jan 7-Feb 16) 
visitor. 
Northern Bobwhite: Reports from the northwest edge of the range were of 15 in Loup 
Co 28 Dec (JNi) and one there 20 Jan (KCo).  
Gray Partridge: For the third winter in a row, none were reported of this uncommon 
to rare resident northeast, rare northwest.  
Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine of this fairly common, locally common, 
statewide resident. 
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine of this uncommon resident north and 
west. 
Greater Prairie-Chicken: Edge-of-range reports were of five flying to a known lek 
area near Buckskin Hills WMA, Dixon Co, 28 Jan (EBr); lek activity in this 
species can begin by mid-Feb.  This species sometimes moves southward in 
small numbers out of its usual range during winter; however, an impressive 
37 at Mormon Island Crane Meadows, Hall Co, 14 Feb (WWe), somewhat 
south of the nearest breeding in northern Hall Co, suggests regular winter 
visits to that location. 
Wild Turkey: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide 
resident. 
Pied-billed Grebe: Rather late were singles at SR 7 Dec (WBe) and LO 8 Jan (TG, 
SM).  Previous ELDs were 3-6 Jan. 
Horned Grebe: None were reported of this fairly common spring and fall migrant 
statewide.  EEDs in spring are 3-5 Mar and ELDs in fall are 2 Jan (three 
times). 
Eared Grebe: The only report was of a tardy bird at CLNWR, Garden Co, 7 Dec 
(photo KMD).  ELDs are 18-19 Dec. 
Western Grebe: The only reports were of about 40 birds lingering at LM 25-30 Dec 
(m. ob.); wintering occurs here on occasion, although in most years few 
remain into Jan.  ELDs are 6-7 Dec. 
Clark’s Grebe: Only the 15th record 7 Dec-2 Jan was one at LM 30 Dec (BP photo) 
with Western Grebes.  
Rock Pigeon: Few observers bother to count this species outside of CBCs; high non-
CBC counts at any time, including winter, are 510-660, all in mid-Feb.  No 
count higher than 165 was submitted for this report. 
Eurasian Collared-Dove: Numbers continue to increase dramatically, especially in 
the west.  The Scottsbluff CBC reported 1359 (fide AK), close to the current 
CBC high for the state of 1450, also at Scottsbluff, and the 1000 feeding at a 
corn pile in Kearney, Buffalo Co, 26 Dec (LR, RH) was a new non-CBC high 
count for the state. 
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White-winged Dove: This species is least numerous in Feb-Mar when most leave the 
state.  The first of nine reports of overwintering was in winter 2009-2010 in 
Gering, Scotts Bluff Co, (RSg), and at least one has wintered there in at least 
five winters since.  This winter one was present 25 Dec-17 Feb (RSg).  The 
only other report Feb-Mar was of one in a North Platte yard 17-19 Feb that 
was “surviving the winter somehow” (JPe); it is the ninth winter record for 
the state. 
Mourning Dove: Prior to this winter, there had been only three midwinter (11 Nov-
12 Feb) reports for the Panhandle away from Scotts Bluff Co, two of those in 
winter 2016-2017.  This winter, however, there were four: 20 Dec 2017 
Walgren Lake SRA, Sheridan Co, (NV), 28 Dec 2017 Gordon, Sheridan Co, 
(D&MW), six on 29 Dec 2017 Morrill Co (GR), and two on 27 Jan 2018 
Kimball Co (DGe).    
Virginia Rail: Reports were from known winter locations in the North Platte River 
Valley, including one photographed near North Platte 18 Feb (BEd).  
American Coot: Reports in mid-winter (7 Jan-22 Feb) away from the North Platte 
and Missouri River Valleys are less-than-annual.  However, this winter there 
were reports from two such locations: one was found at HCR 20 Jan (AF), 
where wintering may occur most years, and another was at Barnett Park, 
McCook, 15 Jan (JNi).  
Sandhill Crane: There are only about 15 records for Dec; this year one was in Lincoln 
Co 18 Dec (TJW).  A group apparently wintered at the Crane Trust near Alda, 
Hall Co; a flock of 200 was in that area 9 Jan (AF).  Wintering of 200+ birds 
occurred in the winters of 2011-2012 and 2012-2013, but not again until this 
winter.  By 28 Feb, 11,092 were at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co (CGo).  
Whooping Crane: The only reports related to a family group of two adults and a 
juvenile, accompanied by a Sandhill Crane, along the Howard/Greeley Cos 
line 2-24 Dec (fide JGJ), a new late date by almost 20 days.  There are only 
three other records for Dec, latest of those 5 Dec, and an extraordinary record 
of a family group in Phelps Co 27 Jan–2 Feb 2012. 
Killdeer: Unexpected in mid-winter (8 Jan-9 Feb) away from the North Platte River 
Valley, one was vocalizing in a Washington Co crop field 10 Jan (SSm).  
Baird’s Sandpiper: Third latest on record were two on the Norfolk CBC 16 Dec 
(EBr).  There are now four records in Dec and seven in Nov after the ELDs, 
which are 7-10 Nov. 
Wilson’s Snipe: Reports were routine of this rare, locally uncommon, statewide 
winter visitor.  
Greater Yellowlegs: Three at Rowe Sanctuary, first reported 22 Nov (APi), dwindled 
to two by 18 Dec, when they were last reported (APi, JSS).  More surprising 
was one photographed on the Scottsbluff CBC 29 Dec (fide KD, AK).  ELDs 
are 4-5 Dec, but there are eight later dates, including three in Jan.  
Bonaparte’s Gull: Although ELDs are in early Jan, there are only about 15 records 
for Dec.  This year, three were in Franklin Co 13 Dec (JGJ), and up to seven 
were at HCR 13-14 Dec (GWa, m. ob.). 
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This juvenile Mew Gull was photographed in flight at Harlan Co Reservoir 14 Dec 2017 by 
Ross Silcock; it is the 23rd fall record for Nebraska. 
 
The same juvenile Mew Gull as above was photographed at rest 14 Dec 2017 by Joel 
Jorgensen. 
This alternate adult Mew Gull, Nebraska’s third for winter, was photographed at Lake 
McConaughy 15 Jan 2018 by Noah Arthur. 
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Franklin’s Gull: There were only two reports.   ELDs are 18-20 Dec, and so one in 
alternate plumage at LM 9 Dec (NA) was a bit tardy; conversely, two at LM 
25 Feb (WBe) were a bit early, since spring EEDs are 16-19 Feb. 
Mew Gull: There were two reports of this now-annual fall migrant, although less-
than-annual in midwinter (7 Jan-15 Feb).  An alternate adult was at LM 15 
Jan (NA, photo) for only the third winter record, and a juvenile at HCR 13-
14 Dec was photographed 14 Dec (JGJ, WRS, m. ob.).  
Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide mid-winter (Jan) 
visitor. 
California Gull: Surprisingly, none were reported at LM; the only report was of an 
adult at HCR 14 Dec (GR). Reports in fall away from LM and SR are less-
than-annual. 
Herring Gull: Best count reported was the 240 at LO on 20 Jan (MW, JR); high mid-
winter counts are 1100-1500. 
Iceland Gull: Reports were from two locations.  A first winter “clinal dark end” 
(former Thayer’s) Iceland Gull was photographed at HCR 13 Dec (GWa), 
where wintering may occur on occasion given open water.  All other reports 
were from LM 13 Jan-18 Feb (m. ob.), where overwintering is annual.  Photos 
reveal a range of dark (former Thayer’s) to intermediate (former 
“Kumlien’s”) plumages and suggest the presence of 2-4 adults (NA) and at 
least two first winter birds; photos of the latter indicate they were different 
birds, one paler (former “Kumlien’s”), the other darker (former Thayer’s; 
WWe, NA).  
Lesser Black-backed Gull: There were several reports involving at least eight 
individuals, including mid-winter (4 Jan-2 Feb) sightings at LM of as many 
as four birds, including two adults, one first-cycle, and one second-cycle on 
13 Jan (NA, SM, JR, MW).  This species is primarily a spring and fall migrant 
in Nebraska.  The only other sighting of multiple birds was of three adults at 
HCR 14 Dec (WRS, photo).  
Glaucous Gull: The only reports were probably of the same first winter individual at 
three Lancaster Co locations 10-18 Dec (ERa, m. ob.).  
Great Black-backed Gull: None were reported of this less-than-annual winter visitor 
to Keith and Lincoln Cos. 
Pacific Loon: One that was trapped in ice at CLNWR 7 Dec (KMD photo) is third-
latest on record; previous ELDs were 6-15 Dec. 
Common Loon: There were two reports of lingering birds; unusual in the east was 
one at Lake Wanahoo, Saunders Co, 23 Dec (CNK), while at LM, where 
lingering birds are not unusual with five records 27 Dec-2 Jan, one was 
present 25 Dec 2017 (SMa). 
Double-crested Cormorant: A continuing bird at BOL was last reported 24 Dec 
(MW), a rather late date; previous ELDS were 22 Dec (three times).  
Remaining reports were from SR, which has become a regular wintering 
location; 58 were present 17 Dec (CBa) with up to 8 overwintering 7 Jan-17 
Feb (WBe, JNi). 
American White Pelican: Mid-winter (5 Jan-14 Feb) reports were from two 
locations.  SR hosted its usual overwintering complement; up to 29 were 
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present 7 Jan-17 Feb (WBe, JNi).  The other location, Calamus Reservoir, 
Loup Co, hosted 13 on 20 Jan (KCo); these may not have been wintering 
there, although a very early impressive count of 65 on 1 Feb (TJW) increasing 
to 165 two days later (KS) may suggest otherwise.  Overwintering is not 
known at Calamus Reservoir. EEDs are 15-17 Feb. 
Great Blue Heron: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon winter visitor in 
the Platte River Valley, rare elsewhere. 
Turkey Vulture: None were reported of this less-than-annual winter (9 Dec-16 Feb) 
visitor. 
Osprey: One of the tardy Ospreys at HL lingered until 3 Dec (ERa), ELDs are 28-29 
Nov, but there are five records in Dec. 
Bald Eagle: An excellent count was the 158 at BOL 28 Feb (LE); high winter counts 
are 284-316. 
Northern Harrier: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter visitor.  
Sharp-shinned Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter 
visitor. 
Cooper’s Hawk: Indicative of the increasing numbers of this species in recent years, 
at least in winter, was the record 43 counted on CBCs; previous statewide 
highs were 40 and 42, those in the two previous CBC years. 
Northern Goshawk: The only report of this rare but annual low-density winter visitor 
was of one in Cheyenne Co 25 Jan (SKa). 
Red-shouldered Hawk: This species has been reported in only five of the last 10 
years, but the several reports this winter and the previous two suggest that it 
may soon occur each year.  This winter the four reports, all of singles, were 
from four counties.  One was photographed at Towl Park, Omaha, 3 Dec 
(SBr), several sightings at or near BOL 4 Dec-28 Feb (SKr photo, m. ob.) 
were presumably the same sub-adult, an adult was in western Sarpy Co 21 
Jan (SMa), and one was in Buffalo Co 28 Feb (CGo).  
Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis borealis): Reports were routine of this common 
winter visitor south, uncommon north. 
Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis kriderii): This taxon is generally treated as a 
morph of borealis, and is essentially a migrant in Nebraska, other than a small 
breeding population in the northwest. The only report was of one in Red 
Willow Co 1 Jan (DAk). 
Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis abieticola): This subspecies is generally 
considered a dark form of borealis, grading clinally with that subspecies in 
the northeast US.  However, Red-tailed Hawks with heavy markings occur 
throughout the breeding range of Buteo jamaicensis borealis, not only where 
B. j. abieticola was first described in the fir belt of the northeastern US.  If it 
is believed that B. j. abieticola, or birds resembling it, breed across northern 
Canada and winter on the Great Plains (see Liguori and Sullivan, Birding 67: 
374-383, 2014), then it would be expected to occur with some regularity in 
Nebraska.  This winter there were two reports of birds in plumage matching 
B. j. abieticola: one was in Otoe Co 14 Jan (SMa, photos), and, inspired by 
that sighting, 1-2 more were located in Lancaster Co 2-16 Feb (NA, photos). 
Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis calurus): Reports were routine of this common 
statewide winter visitor. 
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Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis harlani): Reports were routine of this 
uncommon winter visitor east and south, rare casual elsewhere. 
Rough-legged Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common winter visitor 
statewide. 
Ferruginous Hawk: Reports were routine of this uncommon winter visitor central 
and west. 
Golden Eagle: This species is less-than-annual in the east, and most reports are of 
immatures, and so a surprise was an adult in Burt Co 1 Jan (SMa, GR).  An 
immature was in Knox Co chasing an adult Bald Eagle 16 Feb (MB).  
Barn Owl: This species usually leaves in winter; only the eighth Dec-Feb record since 
1980 was one well-described in a field in Furnas Co 14 Feb (DHa).  
Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine of this common eastern and central 
resident, uncommon west. 
Great Horned Owl: Sightings of singles described as “Arctic” Great Horned Owls in 
southeast Washington Co 19 Dec (GR photo) and 14 Jan (APa, JR photo, m. 
ob.) were probably of the same bird.  This subspecies varies from very pale 
in the northern parts of its range in western Canada (formerly known as Bubo 
virginianus wapacuthu) to less pale in western Nebraska, where it breeds. 
Western Nebraska birds have been separated in the past as B.v. occidentalis, 
but currently B.v. occidentalis is thought to be an intergrade population of 
B.v. subarcticus and pale southern B.v. pallescens. 
 
 
This Great Horned Owl of presumed subspecies Bubo virginianus subarcticus was 
photographed in southeast Washington Co 14 Feb 2018 by Justin Rink.  
 
Snowy Owl: Since the winter of 2014-2015, numbers reported each year have been 
around 15, up from the previous long-term average per year of about five, 
except for the major invasion of 2011-2012 when over 200 were reported.  
This year there was a strong influx, with perhaps the second best known 
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showing of around 28 different individuals (m. ob.).  The star of the show 
was one that set up territory at a busy cloverleaf intersection in Omaha 5 Jan-
3 Feb (EBe, MSh, m. ob.).  There was no indication that it succumbed to the 
heavy traffic. 
Burrowing Owl: None were reported of this less-than-annual winter visitor. 
Barred Owl: Reports from riparian habitat at the west edge of the range continue, 
most interestingly in Harlan Co, where a small population is establishing; one 
was near Orleans 14 Dec (JGJ).  Also at the west edge of the range was one 
at Lone Star RA, Fillmore Co, 15 Feb (WF); this is the third report on Turkey 
Creek, the first was in 2006. 
Long-eared Owl: Best tally was the six at a site at BOL 19 Jan (LE).  All reports were 
from the east. 
Short-eared Owl: Reports were from two locations; singles were seen at Jack Sinn 
WMA, Saunders Co, 26 Jan (GR) and 12 Feb (LE), and one was at North 
Lake Basin WMA, Seward Co, 17 Feb (TJW). 
Northern Saw-whet Owl: The two reports were from known winter locations; the 
first to begin calling in Moran Canyon, Lincoln Co, where calling begins in 
early spring although breeding has not been detected, was on 26 Jan (LDe), 
and one was near downtown Ponca, Dixon Co, 25 Feb, where it had been 
heard “at different times” (EBr). 
Belted Kingfisher: Almost every season this species is saddled with “routine reports”, 
but the four at Columbus Powerhouse Park, Platte Co, 26 Jan (LKe) were of 
interest as a winter aggregation; most reports are of solitary birds. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: There were numerous reports within the expected 
Missouri River counties’ range, which extends regularly north to Washington 
Co.  However, there were three northerly reports, two of immatures, the third 
not specified; immatures comprise most northerly records in mid-winter (3 
Oct-11 Apr).  One immature was in Burt Co 1-7 Jan (BP) and another in the 
“immature magnet” Johnson yard in Dixon Co 7 Feb (EBr, LBr, JJ).  The 
third was in Cedar Co near Crofton 17 Dec (LNe).  
Red-bellied Woodpecker: The only record out of the expected breeding range was of 
one photographed in Gordon, Sheridan Co, 18 Feb (D&MW).  This is the 
second winter in a row for this species in Gordon; the only other record there 
is of copulation observed in May 1959. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Recent years have seen a large increase in the number of 
reports west of the expected winter range in southeast Nebraska; indeed, of 
the 39 such reports, 34 have come since 2000.  Westerly reports this year 
were from Antelope Co 27 Feb (JCo), Buffalo Co 11 Feb (JNi), Lincoln Co 
15 Dec (2; TJW, JGJ) and 19 Feb (JPe), Harlan Co 14 Dec (TJW, GR), and 
Custer Co 5 Dec (CDe, BWr). 
Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central, 
fairly common west. 
Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common resident west, fairly 
common central and east. 
Northern Flicker: “Pure”, or at least phenotypically pure, “Red-shafted Flickers” 
comprise about 3% of flickers in winter in the east.  There were six reports, 
three of single birds from Sarpy Co 4 Jan-2 Feb (GR, SMa, JR), a single in 
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Lancaster Co 10 Jan (MW) and two there 13 Jan (ODa, SBw), and one in 
Dodge Co 5 Jan (GR).  
Pileated Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this uncommon southeastern resident. 
American Kestrel: Reports were routine of this uncommon winter visitor south, rare 
north. 
Merlin: All individuals identified to subspecies were the expected wintering Taiga 
breeder, Falco columbarius richardsonii.  Long-distance tundra breeder F. c. 
columbarius is rare in winter in Nebraska. 
Gyrfalcon: The only report of this less-than-annual winter visitor was of one in Keith 
Co 9 Dec, accompanied by equivocal photos (NA).  Various “experts” had 
mixed opinions on the identification, some leaning to Peregrine Falcon. 
Peregrine Falcon: All three reports were of one of the resident birds at the State 
Capitol Building in Lincoln that had apparently just returned to the nest site 
26-28 Feb (TG, JNi, LE). 
Prairie Falcon: There were a surprising 10 eastern reports of this species, which, 
although fairly common in winter in the west and central, is generally rare in 
the east. 
Loggerhead Shrike: The only report of this rare southeastern winter visitor was of 
one in Harlan Co 14 Dec 2017 (WRS, photo).  
Northern Shrike: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide winter visitor. 
Pinyon Jay: None were reported of this enigmatic, rare local resident in the 
Panhandle, and uncommon winter visitor west, rare casual central, accidental 
east.  
Blue Jay: Reports were routine of this common resident east and central, fairly 
common west. 
Clark’s Nutcracker: A surprise was the flock of 15 east of the WHNC 18 Feb (CCr 
photo).  Apart from invasion years, this species occurs most years on the Pine 
Ridge as singles or in small groups but is still less-than-annual in occurrence. 
Black-billed Magpie: Reports were numerous, all but one from expected locations on 
the Pine Ridge, North Platte River Valley, Furnas Co, and Madison Co, but 
numbers were low.  Best count was the four at LO 7-8 Jan (WBe, SM).  The 
total for the CBCs was only 12, seven of those at Scottsbluff (fide AK), four 
at Lake McConaughy (fide SJD) and one at Norfolk (fide DH).  The only 
report elsewhere was of three a few miles south of Yankton in Cedar Co 17 
Dec (RD), probably wandering into Nebraska from South Dakota. 
American Crow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide winter visitor. 
Common Raven: There were two reports, as is now usual, neither accompanied by 
tangible evidence.  One seen by an observer driving on I-80 in Kimball Co 8 
Jan (CCa) has been referred to NOURC.  Another was reported as being a 
“massive corvid, massive bill”, larger than the crows mobbing it in Red 
Willow Co 1 Jan (DAk); no further details were provided.  While these 
reports are suggestive and this species undoubtedly has occurred in recent 
years at least in southwest Nebraska in winter, there are only three 
documented records in all for the state, most recent in 2006.  
Horned Lark: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide winter visitor. 
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Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine of this fairly common regular 
resident statewide and fairly common winter visitor statewide, common in 
Missouri River Valley counties.  
Tufted Titmouse: Somewhat unpredictable in its occurrence in Lancaster Co, most 
reports from there are probably of birds that wandered westward during the 
previous winter.  One was photographed at WP 19 Feb (EJa).  
Red-breasted Nuthatch: Numbers were somewhat above normal, especially in early 
Dec, with reports scattered statewide.  Best count was 12 in Kearney, Buffalo 
Co, 16 Feb (SJe).  Winter highs are 13-16. 
White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this common resident east, 
central, and northwest, and uncommon winter visitor statewide. 
Pygmy Nuthatch: A good count was the 20 at Chadron SP, Dawes Co, 24 Dec (SMa); 
previous high counts were 18-25. 
Brown Creeper: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide winter visitor. 
Pacific Wren: A report of one photographed and recorded at Chadron Creek WMA, 
Dawes Co, 24 Dec 2017 (SMa, JMa) has been submitted to NOURC; this is 
the second report with tangible evidence.  Both, including that of one 
photographed and banded at nearby Chadron SP 14 Sep 2017, await an 
NOURC decision. 
Winter Wren: A westerly bird was recorded near Orleans, Harlan Co, 14 Dec 2017 
(NV); wintering is restricted to the southeast, although there are a few late 
fall and winter reports west to the Panhandle.  
Marsh Wren: There were four reports in Dec of this rare winter visitor North Platte 
River Valley, less-than-annual elsewhere.  Reports in Dec are not uncommon 
but decline rapidly thereafter. 
Carolina Wren: Reports outside the expected southeastern range are not uncommon, 
as pioneers push north and west.  Such outliers this winter were singles in 
Cedar Co 13 Feb (MB), Merrick Co 13 Jan (SM), and Buffalo Co 5 Jan (BBr). 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: Wintering (mid-Jan through mid-Mar) away from the 
southeast and most of the Platte River Valley is not expected.  A rare sighting 
therefore was of one at Gotte Park, Kimball Co, 3 Feb (WK, JVa, TDe).  
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: This species winters rarely in the southeast, and so a bit 
westerly was one in Harlan Co 14 Dec (JNi, photo). 
Eastern Bluebird: Reports were routine of this uncommon winter visitor south and 
east, rare north, rare casual west.           
Mountain Bluebird: Reports were routine of this uncommon winter visitor west and 
central.   
Townsend’s Solitaire: This species is less-than-annual in the east, but this year there 
were several reports, mostly from Lancaster Co.  Singles were at BOL 17 Dec 
(LE) and in northwestern Lancaster Co 2 Jan (LE); two were at Pioneers Park, 
Lincoln, 14 Feb (ERa, MW).  Elsewhere, one was on the new Lower Platte 
CBC 4 Jan (fide JGJ) and another was on the Ponca SP CBC 14 Dec (JJ).  
Hermit Thrush: There were several reports in late fall in the southeast, where 
wintering occurs; latest was 18 Jan at Platte River SP, Cass Co (TG).  This 
and another on 13 Jan in Omaha (SBr) may have been attempting to winter; 
there was a gap in reports until 22 Feb, when one was in Lancaster Co (LE), 
also probably having wintered there. 
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American Robin: Large numbers occur Oct-Dec; an excellent tally by a single 
observer on the North Platte CBC 18 Dec was 3730; the observer noted “can't 
swing a dead cat without hitting one” (JGJ).  Highest single-count CBC totals 
of all time are 9500-13,136.  A large flock in a Lincoln yard 5 Feb was 
thought to be about a week early (RE); arrival usually becomes noticeable 
most years by mid-late Feb. 
Varied Thrush: There were two reports, but neither made it through the eBird review 
process.  This species is a less-than-annual winter visitor. 
Gray Catbird: None were reported of this less-than-annual winter visitor south. 
Brown Thrasher: Reports into the CBC period are not unusual, but overwintering is 
rare.  One reported 11 and 19 Feb in northwest Lincoln had been coming to 
a feeder there regularly prior to 11 Feb (PLe) and almost certainly 
overwintered. 
Northern Mockingbird: Reports in mid-winter (Jan-Feb) are less-than-annual, albeit 
statewide; ELDs are 4-7 Jan.  There were three reports in Dec, latest 25 Dec 
in Dawes Co (SLe). 
European Starling: Reports were routine of this common winter visitor south and 
east, uncommon north and west. 
Bohemian Waxwing: None were reported of this common but highly erratic winter 
visitor northwest, uncommon casual elsewhere. 
Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine of this common winter visitor statewide. 
House Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 
Evening Grosbeak: The only report was of a single male photographed at Hay 
Springs, Sheridan Co, 1 Jan (D&MW).  Winter reports in recent years have 
been hard to come by. 
Pine Grosbeak: None were reported of this less-than-annual statewide winter visitor. 
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported of this rare winter visitor west. 
House Finch: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident. 
Purple Finch: Best count reported was the 26 at a Lincoln feeder 17 Feb (PMc); high 
counts range from 28-124.  Numbers overall were about average. 
Cassin’s Finch: The only report of this rare Panhandle winter visitor was of one in a 
Scotts Bluff Co yard 23 Dec (AK).  
Common Redpoll: Reports were widespread, although numbers were not 
outstanding; best count was the 45 in a sunflower field at Ponca SP 24 Feb 
(EBr).  High counts are 350-800. 
Red Crossbill: Reports were widespread of this species also, but best count was only 
25, at BOL 20 Dec (LE) and Chadron, Dawes Co, 19 Feb (JDu).  Generally 
rare in the east, almost half of the total reports this winter were from about 
20 locations in eight eastern counties.  Type 2, “Ponderosa Pine Crossbill”, 
is the expected form in Nebraska.  
White-winged Crossbill: A female accompanied by a second bird was photographed 
in North Platte 26 Feb (WBe).  The remaining 11 reports were from two 
Norfolk cemeteries 30 Jan-18 Feb, best count the seven at Christ New 
Lutheran Cemetery 30 Jan (EBr).  Best count at St Paul’s Cemetery was three 
on 17 Feb (m. ob.).   
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Pine Siskin: This species was in good numbers statewide.  Best non-CBC counts were 
150 at a feeder in Scottsbluff 18 Feb (DGt) and 60 at Wildcat Hills SRA, 
Scotts Bluff Co, 29 Dec (GR).  High counts are 250-300.  Numbers reported 
on CBCs were surprisingly low; only 211 total siskins were reported 
statewide, 83 of those on the Scottsbluff CBC 29 Dec (fide AK).  
Lesser Goldfinch: One in a Lincoln Co yard 18 Jan-17 Feb was photographed (VC, 
BEd); it is the fourth winter record for Nebraska, the first as recently as 2002.  
This species is expanding northeastward and more winter records are to be 
expected. 
American Goldfinch: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide winter visitor. 
Lapland Longspur: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide winter visitor. 
Snow Bunting: This was a low year for this uncommon statewide winter visitor; there 
were only four reports totaling 35 birds, 25 of those in one flock at GPD 4 
Jan (SMa).  High counts are 1000-3000. 
Spotted Towhee: A few winter in the southeast, but the species is rare at that time.  
However, this winter there were eight reports, including one at an Omaha 
feeder 27 Dec-19 Feb (NR).  The reports were in counties from Washington 
south along and near the Missouri River as expected, except for one in 
Norfolk 16 Dec (EBr, LBr).  
Eastern Towhee: Less-than-annual in winter, one at FF 25 Feb was well-described 
(JR, SMe); it is only the third record for Feb, of only about 20 for Dec-Feb.   
American Tree Sparrow: This was a near-record year for this species in Nebraska 
CBCs with a total of 6167 reported, including 1126 in the new Lower Platte 
CBC (fide JGJ).  
Chipping Sparrow: Although overwintering has not been documented, there are a 
few reports into Jan in the southeast of single birds at feeders.  One was 
reported in Omaha 11 Jan (MEl).  
Field Sparrow: The species’ winter range extends northward to the Nebraska border, 
and there are numerous Dec and several Jan records, although the species 
occurs less-than-annually and essentially only from the Platte River Valley 
south.  Both mid-winter reports this year were of singles with American Tree 
Sparrows; one in Sarpy Co was photographed 19 Jan (SMa), the other was 
well-described at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo Co, 21 Feb (TSt).  
Savannah Sparrow: This species occurs on occasion in winter (25 Nov-8 Mar) in the 
south and east but is less-than-annual.  One in Nuckolls Co 25 Dec was 
photographed (DEl).   
Fox Sparrow: Winter numbers continue to increase.  Dec reports are not unusual, but 
this winter there were an amazing 34 individuals reported Jan-Feb, all from 
the expected winter range in the southeast, which extends along the Platte 
River Valley to Buffalo Co and in the Republican River Valley to Harlan Co.  
Reports away from this range in mid-winter are few; one in Pierce Co 18 Jan 
(WF) was pushing the northern limit of the winter range.  
Song Sparrow: Reports were routine of this uncommon winter visitor southeast, 
south, and west, rare elsewhere. 
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Lincoln’s Sparrow: This species is less-than-annual in mid-winter (7 Jan-2 Mar) in 
the southeast, and even more rare elsewhere with only six such reports, and 
so one at the Rowe Sanctuary feeders 18 Feb (APi) was a good find.  The 
only other report was of one below the BOL dam 19-24 Jan (LE), a less 
unexpected location.  
Swamp Sparrow: A bit westerly from the expected southeast Nebraska winter range 
was one on the HCR CBC 14 Dec (WRS).  Even farther west, one was at 
North Platte 14 Feb (WBe).  At FF, 1-2 were reported through the winter (m. 
ob.).  
White-throated Sparrow: Two in Sherman Co 10 Feb (WF) were a bit outside the 
expected southeastern Nebraska winter range, which extends westward in the 
Platte River Valley to Lincoln Co. 
Harris’s Sparrow: Westerly, where rare, were one in a Lincoln Co yard 16 Jan (VC), 
and singles at LM 8 Jan (SM) and 30 Dec (WRS).  
White-crowned Sparrow: Reports northeast of the expected southern Nebraska 
wintering range were of 20 in a Wayne Co yard 19 Feb (CTW) and one at 
Ponca SP 24 Feb (EBr).  There are only about 15 records in all north of the 
winter range Feb through mid-Mar. 
Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide 
winter visitor.  The statewide CBC total for Dark-eyed Junco was 7248, a 
near-record high.  
Dark-eyed (Cassiar) Junco: Although the database for this form is small for 
Nebraska as yet, it is becoming clear that “Cassiar” Junco is an annual winter 
visitor statewide.  This winter, two males were at Tekamah Cemetery, Burt 
Co, 1 Jan (SMa) and another was reported on the Scottsbluff CBC 29 Dec 
(fide AK).  
Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: Reports were routine of this abundant winter visitor 
west, common central, uncommon east.      
Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: This form is less-than-annual in the east-central and 
east, and often mis-identified.  There was only one eastern report: one was 
well-described at Holmes Lake, Lancaster Co, 3 Dec (ERa).        
Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco: None were reported of the less-than-annual 
statewide winter visitor.  
Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: As expected, the four reports were from the 
Panhandle, where wintering is annual. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Mid-winter reports (9 Nov-13 Feb) are less-than-annual, 
but this winter there were two.  One was tardy at Wood Duck WMA, Stanton 
Co, 5 Dec (WF), and a male was with a Red-winged Blackbird flock at Jack 
Sinn WMA, Lancaster Co, 13 Jan (M&CVB). 
Eastern Meadowlark: Determining ELDs and whether wintering occurs are difficult 
once this species stops singing in fall.  Currently, ELDs are 28 Oct-5 Nov, 
the latest specimen date for the state is 18 Nov, and a calling bird was in 
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southern Nuckolls Co 25 Dec 1994.  A welcome additional data point was 
provided by a recording of one singing in Cass Co 18 Dec (SMa).  Clearly, 
more departure data are needed, along with evidence of wintering. 
Western Meadowlark: Rather far from expected range in southern and eastern 
Nebraska in Jan-Feb was a group of 10 in Loup Co 10 Feb (TJW).      
Red-winged Blackbird: Best mid-winter counts (Jan-early Feb) were 1200 at BOL 8 
Jan (LE) and 1000 at Jack Sinn WMA, Saunders Co, 26 Jan (GR).  High over-
wintering counts are 1500-2000, although some large flocks in mid-winter 
are mobile, not overwintering in a fixed area.  
Brown-headed Cowbird: Reports were routine of this rare winter visitor southeast.         
Rusty Blackbird: This was a good winter for this species in Nebraska; wintering birds 
were widespread within the expected winter range in the southeast, extending 
west in the Platte River Valley to Keith Co and in the Republican River 
Valley to Harlan Co.  A total of about 168 were reported, including 50 at FF 
21 Dec (AGr) and 35 at BOL 13 Jan (TG).  One in Dixon Co 20 Dec (JJ) was 
at the northern limit of the winter range, and three in Loup Co 13 Feb (TJW) 
provided one of only eight records in the north for Jan-early Feb. 
Brewer’s Blackbird: Overwintering is less-than-annual in occurrence, but there were 
several reports of tardy birds: 10 on 7 Dec north of Oshkosh, Garden Co, 
(KMD), four at PL 28 Dec (LE), and 12 on 29 Dec in northwestern 
Washington Co (LE).  Dec reports are not unusual. 
Common Grackle: This species and Rusty Blackbird have essentially identical winter 
ranges (see that species).  In Jan-early Feb, reports west of Keith Co in the 
North Platte River Valley are rare; 1-2 were in a Mitchell, Scotts Bluff Co, 
yard 31 Dec-1 Jan (KD), and one was in Lewellen, Garden Co, 7 Dec (KMD).  
Great-tailed Grackle: This species in recent years has established a winter range in 
the central Platte River Valley from Hall Co west to Keith Co, and in 
Lancaster Co.  Best counts within this range were 110 at Jack Sinn WMA, 
Lancaster Co, (M&CVB) and 90 north of Doniphan in Hall Co 22 Feb (JHi).  
Surprising, however, were the 52 at Oliver Reservoir, Kimball Co, 2 Feb 
(JVa, WK, TDe), where the species is only a migrant. 
Orange-crowned Warbler: A rather amazing record was of one first noted at a 
Lincoln residence 9 Dec, and presumably the same bird was found dead there 
after a spell of very cold weather 1 Jan (JGJ).  Surprisingly, there is one other 
record for Jan-Feb. 
Palm Warbler: Apparently the same bird was seen by different observers at Chalco 
Hills RA, Sarpy Co, 20 Dec (CNK) and 22 Dec (AGr).  This species tends to 
be a late fall migrant, but this is only the second record for Dec.  The other, 
oddly, was on the Calamus-Loup CBC 27 Dec 2002; the 2002 record is the 
northernmost for Dec-Feb on the Great Plains. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: Reports were routine of this rare winter visitor from North 
Platte and Platte River Valley counties south.   
Northern Cardinal: Reports were routine of this common resident south and east, 
uncommon north, locally rare west, and rare winter visitor outside the 
breeding range.               
Dickcissel: One photographed at Schilling WMA, Cass Co, 15 Dec (KSc) was the 
eighth record for Dec, and there are three records of overwintering. 
